IN-HOUSE

LAW DEPARTMENTS
AT THE

L EADING
TECHNOLOGY

CDMF’ANIES

,/»AH’/ ,

GD-TD +

. TECHNOL DE'Y /

| LT L] ERomimhelpbausHErs oF

2 O O 8 CORPORATEl
RRRRRRR counse
An incisivemedia publication

IIIIIII




IN-HOUSE LAW DEPARTMENTS AT THE LEADING TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES

SC0OM CORP,

350 Campus Dr.
Marlborough, MA 01752-3064
508.323.5000

www.3com.com

Number of Employees: 6,309
‘07 Rev.: 1.26B

‘06 Rev.: 794M

Top Legal Officer
NEAL GOLDMAN
SVP, Management Services, GC, Sec'y

Go-To Law Firms

Corporate Transactions/M&A: Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer;

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

GO-TO LAW FIRMS / COMPANY REPRESENTED

Robert Plotkin, P.C.
IP 3Com Corp.

TECHNOLOLGY

Intellectual Property: McDonnell Boehnen Hulbert & Berghoff; ((\ §N@

International: Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

PracTicE ARea > PATENT LAW

FILLING THE GAPS IN YOUR
COMPUTER PATENT PORTFOLIO

ROBERT PLOTKIN, ESQ.

www.rplotkin.com
rplotkin@rplotkin.com

To grow and protect your business, you need a

gap-free patent strategy. A patent gap is any lack of
protection that can hurt your business, such as the absence of a patent on
a technology that is critical to your next-generation product line, thereby

making that technology freely available for your competitors to use.

Although every patent must be treated as unique because every invention
is unique, computer patents require special attention to avoid creating
gaps in protection. Each patent in the portfolio must be crafted with an
understanding of how the invention relates to competing technologies
that exist today and might exist tomorrow, to avoid obtaining patents

that are obsolete by the time they are granted. The portfolio as a whole

ROBERT PLOTKIN, P.C.

SPECIALIZING IN COMPUTER PATENTS

must be managed to track both the direction of your business and its
relationship to your competitors, to make the portfolio useful both

offensively and defensively.

Robert Plotkin, P.C. creates patent portfolios for its clients from the
ground up to avoid creating gaps in the first place. We also analyze
existing patent portfolios to identify and fill the gaps in them. Gaps in a
patent portfolio are like cracks in a dam; filling them sooner rather than
later is both more effective and less costly. Furthermore, some patent

gaps must be filled quickly to avoid missing deadlines imposed by law.

Visit our web site at www.rplotkin.com/patentsgaps.shtml for a
more detailed discussion of how Robert Plotkin, P.C. can help you

to identify and plug the gaps in your computer patent portfolio.
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