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REQUEST FOR LIST OF INVENTORS FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

© 2005-2010 Robert Plotkin, P.C. 
 
Title of Patent Application: ________________________________________________ 
 
Our Matter Number:  ________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Action Required 
 
The purpose of this document is to obtain from you a complete list of inventors to be 
named in the patent application referenced above.  Failure to name all of the required 
inventors, or inclusion of someone on the list of inventors who does not satisfy the 
legal definition of “inventor,” could cause any patents which issue from the patent 
application above to become invalid.  Therefore it is important that you read this 
document carefully, so that you can provide us with a list of inventors that is legally 
accurate, particularly because the definition of “inventor” under U.S. patent law may 
differ from your current understanding of that term. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about whether someone 
should be included on the list of inventors. 
 
Guidelines for Identifying Inventors 
 

 Any person who conceived of any one or more of the inventions covered by the 
above-referenced patent application should be listed as an inventor. Only a person 
who contributed to the conception of the invention qualifies as an inventor. 

 An inventor must contribute something new to the invention.  Therefore, someone 
who merely contributed existing knowledge is not an inventor. 

 Someone who used ordinary skill to carry out the instructions provided by another 
person to construct a working implementation of the invention is not an inventor. 

 If the above-referenced patent application is a utility application, then an inventor 
must have conceived of a novel and nonobvious aspect of at least one of the 
claims in the patent application. 

o An inventor need not have contributed to all of the claims.  Anyone who is 
even a co-inventor of even one claim must be listed as an inventor. 

 If the above-referenced patent application is a provisional application, then an 
inventor must have conceived of a novel and nonobvious aspect of an 
embodiment described in the patent application. 

 Someone is not an inventor merely by virtue of being a manager, project lead, 
executive, director, or owner of a company that owns a patent application. 
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List of Inventors 
Please use the space below to list all inventors for the above-referenced patent 
application.  Then submit this form to us, preferably by email, and preferably by 
attaching electronic copies of the referenced documents themselves. 
 
The order in which inventors are named has no legal significance.  Therefore you may list 
inventors in any order.  However, the first-named inventor will have his or her name 
listed more prominently on the cover page of the patent application and patent when 
published by the Patent Office. 
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about who to include on this list. 
 
Inventor #1 

Name :  ______________________________________________________ 

Residence Address: ______________________________________________________ 

City:   _____________________________ 

State/Province: _____________________________ Zip/Postal Code: __________ 

Residence Country: ____________________ Country of Citizenship:  __________ 

Job Position/Title: ____________________ 

Telephone:  ____________________ Fax: ________________________ 

Email:   ____________________ 

 
Inventor #2 

Name :  ______________________________________________________ 

Residence Address: ______________________________________________________ 

City:   _____________________________ 

State/Province: _____________________________ Zip/Postal Code: __________ 

Residence Country: ____________________ Country of Citizenship:  __________ 

Job Position/Title: ____________________ 

Telephone:  ____________________ Fax: ________________________ 

Email:   ____________________ 
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Inventor #3 

Name :  ______________________________________________________ 

Residence Address: ______________________________________________________ 

City:   _____________________________ 

State/Province: _____________________________ Zip/Postal Code: __________ 

Residence Country: ____________________ Country of Citizenship:  __________ 

Job Position/Title: ____________________ 

Telephone:  ____________________ Fax: ________________________ 

Email:   ____________________ 

 
Inventor #4 

Name :  ______________________________________________________ 

Residence Address: ______________________________________________________ 

City:   _____________________________ 

State/Province: _____________________________ Zip/Postal Code: __________ 

Residence Country: ____________________ Country of Citizenship:  __________ 

Job Position/Title: ____________________ 

Telephone:  ____________________ Fax: ________________________ 

Email:   ____________________ 

 
Inventor #5 

Name :  ______________________________________________________ 

Residence Address: ______________________________________________________ 

City:   _____________________________ 

State/Province: _____________________________ Zip/Postal Code: __________ 

Residence Country: ____________________ Country of Citizenship:  __________ 

Job Position/Title: ____________________ 

Telephone:  ____________________ Fax: ________________________ 

Email:   ____________________ 

 
Please list additional inventors on additional sheets. 
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